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 Manuscript, al-Quran, Rasm Uthmani 

INTRODUCTION

The Quran is the only book that is protected from any alteration, addition 
or reduction. This is proven through the comparative study of the 
manuscript, written in the early centuries of Hijrah with the mushaf we 
have today. All this proves the truthfulness of Allah’s words:

PERIOD

As stated in history that the writings of al-Quran started since the Quran 
was revealed 5  and it did not stop till the present day.6 During the early 
stages of Quranic writing, it was under the supervision of Prophet 
Muhammad S.A.W which lasted nearly 23 years. Despite the fact that 
Prophet Muhammad S.A.W prioritized the writing of new revelations, 
he did not order the companions to gather the writings in one place.7

These documents are separately kept by the companions. 

(Al-

5  , 

6  Currently, the writing of mushaf evolves through printing. There are millions of 

7   vol. 1.  
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 According to historians, these manuscripts were successfully 
collected in full twice.8  First at the time of Abu Bakr r.h. in 12H9  during 

year 25H10  during the Uthmani Mushaf writing project. After these two 
events there is no subsequent entry in the history of the development 
of the manuscripts. According to the author, the likelihood of these 
manuscripts were burned together with the documents burned at the time 
of Uthman r.h. during the launch of the Uthmani Mushaf.11

MANUSCRIPT OF UTHMANI MUSHAF

The second most important Quranic manuscript was written during 
the period of Uthman r.h. which were known as the mushaf Uthmani. 
Scholars do not agree on the number of copies of the mushaf. According 

1. Four Copies

Uthmani Mushaf consists of only four copies sent to Kufa, Basra, Sham 
and a copy kept by the Caliph himself.12 

2. Five Copies

the Uthmani Mushaf was made in 
13

8  Zaid b. Thabit r.h. narrated that after Abu Bakr r.h. had ordered him to collect 
al-Quran saying:

So I started to search the Quran and collect it from bones, animal skins and from the 

9   

10  

11  

12  

13  vol. 2,  p.393.
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3. Seven Copies

According to Ibn Abu Dawud, the Uthmani Mushaf were written in 
seven copies and sent to Mecca, Sham, Yemen, Bahrain, Basra, Kufa 
and a copy was kept in Medina.14 

4. Eight Copies

r.h. was eight copies where were sent to Basra, Kufa, Sham, Medina, 
Mecca, Yemen, Bahrain and a copy was kept by himself and this Mushaf 
was called as “ ”.15 

5. Nine Copies

mushaf sent by Uthman r.h. was nine copies which were sent to Kufa, 
Basra, Medina, Mecca, Egypt, Sham, Bahrain, Yemen and Arabian 
Peninsula.16 

6. Popular Opinion among Researchers

sent by Uthman r.h. was six copies namely the Basra Mushaf, Kufa, 
Sham, Mecca, Medina, and a copy kept by himself. This mushaf is called 

17  It should be noted that there are two Mushaf in Medina, 

This particular mushaf was read by him at the time of his murder and his 
blood stains were left untouched on the Mushaf. The second mushaf is 
for general reference.18  

 From the above discussion, it can be concluded that the four copies 
agreed by historians are the Basra Mushaf, Kufa, Sham and Medina. As 
for the other manuscripts, the scholars differ in their opinions. But if we 
examine the facts in terms of execution during the delivery of copies of 
the Mushaf, Uthman r.h. appointed a teacher among the companions for 

14  vol. 1, p. 133.
15   vol. 1, 

16   Ledan n.p, p. 194.
17   

18 Read the topic “Uthman’s r.h. Personal Mushaf” in this paper.
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each Mushaf. The teacher for Madinah Mushaf was Zayd b. Thabit r.h., 

19  

 This fact strengthens the opinion of many researchers that Uthman 
r.h. also sent a copy of the Mushaf to Mecca. The fact is also supported 
through the observation of chains of  (the way of reciting the 
Quran) Ibn Kathir al-Makki, 20  indicating that he had read the Quran from 

Uthman r.h. as described above.

 While for countries like Yemen, Bahrain, Egypt and Arabian 
Peninsula, it was not found in history books or the Quranic reading chains 
any names of companions sent by Uthman r.h. to become the teacher of 
the Quran as in the case of other copies mentioned earlier. So this can be 
concluded that strongest opinion is those historians that said copies of 
Uthmani Mushaf are six.

DEVELOPMENT OF UTHMANI MUSHAF MANUSCRIPTS 
ONWARDS

As stated above, Uthman r.h. had sent mushaf to several states as a main 
reference. After this particular event, not much information could be 
gathered regarding the development of the copies. Among the information 
obtained was:

1. Mecca Mushaf

According to Ibn Jubayr in his cruising book in 579H, it was found that 
a Mecca Mushaf of one of the four calips was in a box under the dome 

Thabit r.h. handwriting and was copied in year 18 after the death of the 
Prophet.21  Later this mushaf was seen by Ibn Batuta.22  The 18th year after 

19  

20   

21  

22  

Akademi al-Mamlakah al-Maghribiyyah, p. 376.
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the death of the Prophet is equivalent to 29H because the Prophet S.A.W 
died in the 11th year of Hijrah.23 Uthman r.h. was appointed as Caliph in 
24H and he was martyred in the year 35H.24  So 29H was during the reign 
of Uthman r.h. Hence, this mushaf is a copy of the Uthmani Mushaf.

2. Medina Mushaf

According to Ibn Jubayr, one of the Uthmani Mushaf was locked in 
a big chest in the Prophet’s mosque. This chest was located near the 
Rawdah.25 

3. Kufa Mushaf

So far, no history was found on the Uthmani Mushaf in Kufa after it 

battle of Kufa between Ali r.h. and Mu’awiyah r.h.26 

4. Basra Mushaf

According to Ibn Batuta: He had seen a Mushaf being stockpiled in 

where the verse  27  was written. According 

Batuta was the Basra Mushaf. 28

5. Sham Mushaf

According to Ibn Jubayr, a copy of mushaf which was sent by Uthman 
r.h. to Sham was found in a big chest in the east corner of the mihrab 
(semicircular niche in the wall) of the Great Mosque of Damascus. The 
chest was opened after every jumu’ah prayer. After the prayer, people 
will come to osculate it. 29 

23  

al-Qalam, p. 100.
24  

25   p. 153.
26   p. 48.
27  Ibn Batuta (1417H),  vol. 2., p. 12.
28  

 p. 26 and p. 129.
29  p. 217.
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 The mushaf was also seen by Ibn Batuta 30  and Ibn Kathir. Ibn 
Kathir said: “The most popular Uthmani mushafs at this age is a copy 
sent to the Sham state which is stored in the Great Mosque of Damascus. 
The Mushaf was originally stored in the city of Tabriyyah 31  but then 
moved here in the year 518H.” 32  

6. Uthman’s r.h. Personal Mushaf

As has been stated earlier, most researchers on the Uthmani mushafs 
stated that the number of Uthmani mushaf copies is six including that of 
Uthman’s r.h. personal copy. This fact is supported by the narration of 
al-Sijistani from Iyas bin Sakhr that he had personally read the Mushaf 
of Uthman r.h. and found 12 words which were different with the copies 
of the Medina Mushaf. 

 According to history, on the day of the murder of Uthman r.h., 
he was at that time reading the Quran using his personal Mushaf. Blood 

word of Allah S.W.T :34 . 35 After this event, 
the effect of the blood on this Mushaf has become a unique symbol as 
compared with the other Uthmani mushaf.

 After the assassination of Uthman r.h., it was reported that 
the Mushaf was still in Medina for some time. Later on, the Mushaf 
disappeared and its whereabouts was unknown. It emerged subsequently 
numerous allegations claiming that the Mushaf was stored in several 
mosques. 36

Among the allegations were:

a. Al-Maqrizi’s Report

37 on 5th of 
Muharram 378 H, the people of Iraq  had come to Egypt to bring 

30  Ibn Batuta (1417 H), vol. 1, p. 309.
31  The City of Tabriyyah is situated in Jordan. See: Yaqut al-Hamawi (1995), 

vol. 4, p. 17.
32   p. 89.
33   vol. 1, p. 139.
34  Surah al-Baqarah (2): 137.
35  

36   p. 22.
37  He was the Fifth Fatimid Caliph ruling in the years 344 H - 386 H. See: Ahmad
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a mushaf allegedly the personal Mushaf of Uthman r.h. where 
traces of blood were found inside. The Mushaf was then stored in 

38  In 1305 H, it was moved 
to the al-Husayn Mosque in Cairo, Egypt to this day.39

which was in Egypt was Uthman’s r.h. personal Mushaf. 40  After 

written in the Mushaf, she also ruled out the possibility that the 
Mushaf was that of Uthman r.h. She also denied that this Mushaf 

more likely in the view that the Mushaf was written in the reign 
41 

b. Ibn Batuta’s Report

Mosque and there was still blood stains on the page where the 
verse    was written.42  This claim 
was al
on the ground that the Uthman’s personal Mushaf during Ibn 
Batuta’s period had been in Marrakech, Morocco brought from 
Andalusia.43 

  There were also allegations that claimed the personal Mushaf 
of Uthman r.h. is currently at Tashkend Uzbekistan, Homs Syria 
and the Topkapi Museum Turkey. All these theories relating on 

Mushaf’ Uthman bin Affan r.h. 44 

38   vol. 4, p. 20.
39  

40   vol. 2, p. 190.
41 , p. 24.
42 Ibn Batuta (1417 H), , vol. 2, p. 12.
43 , p. 26.
44 , p. 28-31.
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Uthman’s r.h. personal Mushaf was still in Medina after his 
assassination until 169H. The Mushaf was then moved to 

The latest report about the Mushaf is that it was managed to be 
withdrawn from the Republic of Portugal and brought to Fes, 

45

After this incident until now, there is no news about this Mushaf. 
46

MANUSCRIPTS OF THE QURAN

Presently, there are many manuscripts of the Quran being discovered. 
Some of them are over 1000 years old. Most of the manuscripts are kept 
in Paris, Oslo, London, Berlin, Leningrad and the Vatican. 47  However, 
most of the Mushaf manuscripts found so far are kept in the Manuscripts’ 

estimated that the manuscripts relating to the Holy Quran kept at the 
library are around 12,000 copies. And more than 100 copies of the 

century of Hijrah.48 

SCIENTIFIC REASERCH ON THE QURAN MANUSCRIPTS

After over 14 centuries, the text of the Quran was written and copied 
from generation to generation. It is proven that the text of the Qur’an is 
ceaselessly remained genuine without changes to the text. Among the 

with the title: 
 and t al-

45 

Sharikah al-Wataniyyah, p. 461.
46 , p. 135.
47 

, t.t.p. p. 1.
48 

th March 2013.



 In the research, they have chosen some of the oldest manuscripts 

manuscripts can be determined by two methods which are well known 
among archaeologists as follows: 49 

1. Determination of the Age of Manuscripts Based on Features And 
Letters’ Design

the uses of capital letters in a particular century. They have found several 

these manuscripts, they review the shape of the letters used in that era.50

As a result of this study, they were able to identify the characteristics and 
shape of the letters used in this period that varies with other centuries.

In addition to studying the writings, they also referred to a number 
of important references relating to the development of forms of letters 
and methods to recognize it. The references are:51 

a. 52 
b.  53 
c. 54

d. 55 
e. 56

f.  57 

49 .
50 .
51 

(1977), , 

52 Martin Lings (1976), The Quranic art of calligraphy and illumination, World of 
Islam Festival Trust.

53 Kuwait National Meseum (1984), 

54 

55 François Déroche (1992), 
centuries, UK: Oxford University Press.

56 

57 
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 Through these references, the researchers were able to determine 

Hijrah.58 

2. Determination of the Age of Manuscripts Using Carbon 1459

The laboratory use of carbon known as Carbon 14, the age of an organic 

material, its age can be determined by using these materials. But it can not 

of the forms of the letters. This is because by recognizing the shapes of 
letters, it is able to distinguish between the letters used at the beginning 
and end of each century.60

COMPARISON BETWEEN ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS AND 
THE PRESENT MANUSCRIPTS

Among the comparative studies carried out on the manuscripts of the 

2000.

manuscripts from Germany named Gerd Rüdiger Puin. He determined 
61 According 

comparisons between the text of the manuscripts of the vintage Quranic 
Mushaf with the present Mushaf should know that there are some 
important technical differences between the present writing of mushaf 

58 .
59According to Kamus Dewan: Radioactive Carbon found in the organic material 

is usually used as a tracer to determine the structure of the internal…, or to determine 
the age of ancient organic materials. See the word “radiokarbon” on Dewan Bahasa 
dan Pustaka website: http://prpm.dbp.gov.my/ Search.aspx?k=+karbon+radioaktif, 
retrieved on 24th March 2013.

60 , p. 4.
61 , p. 10. See also: Kuwayt National Museum (1984), 
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using points and lines. In addition to that, there is a difference in spelling, 
where previously the writings mostly used hadhf  62  letter alif method for 
certain words.

 Technical differences do not affect the authenticity of the text of 
the Quran or can not be said as changes or additions. Because the addition 
of vowel and dots or spelling differences from the point of hadhf a letter 
alif on certain words is not considered to change the expression to the 
text read. It is just a technical difference only.

 Study done by Ghassan Hamdun is the content of the manuscript 

this comparative study have found that there is no difference between 

of Hijrah with the present mushaf. There is only one word which is 
different in terms of spelling. The word is “  ”. 63  In the manuscript, 
it is written in two separated words “  ” while in the present mushaf, 
it is written in one word “  ”. This does not give any effect on the 
readings.64 So this can be concluded that no change occurred between the 

mushaf. It is hereby established that the promise of Allah S.W.T to keep 
the Quran from any changes is real.

CONCLUSION

today have proven that the text of the Quran is still intact, although it has 
been through over a thousand years.  This is a proof of Allah’s assurance 
in protecting the Quran and thus dismissing any false presumptions from 
groups who rejected the genuineness of the Quran’s text.

62 

, vol. 1. Brunei: Ministry of Education, p. 69.
63 

64 To examine the defference between both writings of this verse, see the                      
appendix 1.

Quranic Manuscripts in the First Century of Hijrah 

56


